POINT 3 


Toc H is about people. Founded in 1915, Toc H 
fights to break down barriers by challenging 
individuals’ preconceptions of others and the 
divisions which exist in society. While its work is 
based on Christian principles, all faiths and none 
are recognised and accepted. 

Toc H works with people from all walks of life, 

tackling social problems such as loneliness, isolation 

or deprivation through an approach which focuses 
on self-help and taking responsibility for oneself and 
the local community. 

Toc H uses the model of the compass to emphasise 

four personal challenges which are the inspiration 

for its membership. The Four Points of the Toc H 

Compass are: 

| Friendship: ‘To Love Widely’ 

to ‘welcome all in friendship’. 

2 Service: ‘To Build Bravely’ 

to ‘give personal service’. 

3 Fairmindedness: ‘To Think Fairly’ 

to ‘listen always to the views of others’. 

4 The Kingdom of God: ‘To Witness Humbly’ 

to ‘acknowledge the spiritual nature of man’. 

Point 3 is the magazine of Toc H, and derives 

its title from the third Point of the Toc H Compass. 

It acts as a vehicle for communication between 

staff and members, informing, encouraging and 

stimulating readers on topical and relevant issues. 

Contributions are welcome from any group or 

individual involved in Toc H. 

Editor: Sarah Claridge 

Toc H Central Services, | Forest Close, 

Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT 

Tel: 01296 623911 Fax: 01296 696137 
Forthcoming copy deadlines: 

May issue - 24th March 

June issue - 28th April 

July issue  - 26th May 

e A full copy of the current Editorial Policy is available on 
request from the Editor. 

e The opinions expressed are those of the individual contributors 
and not necessarily those of the Editor or Toc H. 

e While Point 3 is made available to all members and staff free 
of charge, a voluntary contribution towards the cost of 
production and mailing is welcomed. 

* Printed on chlorine-free, environmentally-friendly paper. 

Cover Photo: feature of Langemark cemetry near 

Poperinge, Belgium taken by Mike Lyddiard. 

Toc H is an active Movement of people practising 
reconciliation by being open to all in friendship, 
offering service in the community, confronting 

intolerance and prejudice, and discovering a faith 
to live by. We bring the Toc H experience to as 

many people as possible to develop personal 
growth and build caring communities. 


Registered Charity No. 211042 


SHARE YOUR POINT GF VIEW 


ave you participated ina Toc H project or 

event recently? Or witnessed ‘true Toc H’ 

in a member? Or felt strongly about 
topical issues such as human cloning, the pro-life 
debate or the UK penal system? If so, wy not 
share your thoughts and experiences with other 
Toc H members through Point 3? Point 3 is your 
magazine. It is your vehicle for communicating 
with each other - about Toc H news, activities, 
successes, opinions etc. 

Letters and articles are a traditional and 
respected medium, but photographs, cartoons, 
and graphics can also be equally powerful. So if 
you're artistically inclined why not submit some of 
your work to Point 3 for readers to enjoy. 
Similarly your poems and pieces of creative writing 
would add a cultural dimension to the magazine. 
Or why not write a review, from a Toc H 
perspective, of a film or play you've seen recently, 
or a book you've read? And don’t forget the 
‘Notices’ and ‘What’s On’ sections which are there 
to allow you to make announcements and 
disseminate information nationally. 

It’s your magazine - why not use it? 


POINT 3 FOR THOSE WITH 
IMPAIRED VISION 


The magazine is available on tape upon 
request. Please write to Harry C Bailey, 
27 Harrowden Road, Wellingborough, 
Northants, NN8 3BG. The service is 
free but voluntary contributions 
towards the cost of materials are 
always welcome. 


CHANGES TO POINT 3 DISTRIBUTION 


A: from the February 1997 issue, readers should expect to 
receive their copies of Point 3 in the third week of the 
month, This change to distribution enables the inclusion of timely 
Director's briefings and a smoother production schedule. 


Post from ‘Pop’ 


news from Talbot House, Poperinge 


DISCOVERING TALBOT HOUSE 


ine new, and 
not-so-new, 
Toc H 

vy N recruits recently 

JA spent a week at 
pr Talbot House on an 
STESA Induction visit run by 
= ey the National 


Seg Chaplain, Alan 
aie JET Johnson. The five-day 
trip provided an understanding of the events of 
the First World War which led to the formation 
of Talbot House and Toc H. 

From the ‘big white house’ visits were made to 
many sites relating to the Great War, offering 
insight into the experiences of the soldiers, and 
the significance of Talbot House. These included 
Tyne Cot, the largest Commonwealth war 
cemetery in the world, which remembers over 
40,000 soldiers and Hills 60 and 62 - scenes of 
fierce fighting and where some of the trenches 
remain preserved in their original state. The group 
also witnessed the Last Post at the Menin Gate in 
leper; and saw numerous other smaller 
cemeteries, graves and tributes to the dead. 

No member of the group, which consisted of 
Christine and Tom (Fundraisers for Divisions 2 
and 3), Nick (Development Officer/Chaplain for 
Division 2), Julie (Fundraising Assistant), Nikki 
(Print Room Operator), Helen (Receptionist), 
John (Head of Finance & Properties) and Sarah 
(Communications Officer) was left untouched. 
Each was moved in their own personal way by 
particular things they saw. Imagining the horrors 
and fears of both the soldiers themselves, and 
their families back home, all became aware of the 
insanity of what took place. 

Relief to these shocking and disturbing sights 
was provided by the group’s cameraderie and 
ability to enjoy moments of ‘fun and frolic’. 
Christine and Nick’s ‘shopping trip from hell’, 
resulted in mangy bananas and vegetables enough 
to feed an army. Nikki, Julie and John exhibited a 
rare talent for surviving on large amounts of 
alcohol and small amounts of sleep, while Nick 
proved to be the ‘ace’ at cards and games. Tom 
took his life into his own hands by hiding Alan’s 
personal pot of honey and Helen turned into the 
tour sweetheart. 

It was a subdued team, however, which sat in 
the Upper Room on the last morning for some 
shared thought and contemplation. Reflection on 


the week’s experiences was made all the 
more poignant and moving by Nick’s reading 
of a poem he had composed during the trip - 
a fitting reminder of the legacy of the Great 
War and the lessons it taught humanity. 


Sarah Claridge 
Communications Officer/Editor 


Here and overleaf you will find other thoughts 
and reflections on the trip, including Nick’s poem. 


t is not until you have visited Talbot 

i House and learnt the history surrounding 
its humble beginnings that you can begin 

to understand how special it is. 

A place for soldiers to go, drink tea, chat, 
pray, be treated the same regardless of 
rank, sounds so simple, but when you learn 
that the life expectancy of a front line 
soldier was just three days, you are 
overwhelmed with sadness to think how 
many soldiers visited Talbot House and 
never returned to their loved ones. 

Sitting in the Upper Room you feel 
yourself drifting back in time and imagining 
all the soldiers that would assemble there to 
pray. | cannot put into words how you feel 
wandering around the House and the 
beautiful garden. 

Walking through the immaculately kept 
war cemeteries, | was engulfed with 
immense pain and sadness, for all those 
mothers who lost their sons, and the loss to 
wives and families. | could not possibly say | 
understand, or can make sense of such loss 
and destruction experienced by all those 
living in the Great War. 

Anyone who has lost a loved one, or has 
been faced with the fear of losing someone 
they love, will find a visit to Talbot House, 
the battlefields, trenches, and cemeteries a 
very intense emotional experience. An 
experience that will never leave you. 

It is so important that, today, we do not 
lose sight of the importance of friendship, 
understanding, helping one another. Toc H 
has had to change with the times but the 
message is still the same, and as important 
as it was back in the War. 


Julie Murray 
Fundraising Assistant 


TO THE 
UNKNOWN SOLDIER 


(Lines composed at Talbot House, Poperinge, 
following a visit to the war graves of Flanders) 


How did you feel that morning 
When the call up papers came through? 
Did your blood run cold 
Or excitement take hold 
At the thought that your country needs you? 


How did you feel that morning 
When the time came to set off from home? 
Did you conquer your fears 
Or break down in tears 
With the loved ones you'd soon leave alone? 


How did you feel that morning 
When you first set foot in the trench? 
Did you brush it aside 
Or wish you could hide 
From the horror, the carnage, the stench? 


How did you feel that morning 
When your friend was blown up by a shell? 
Did you rush to his aid 
Or just stand there, afraid 
That you'd somehow been whisked off to hell? 


How did you feel that morning 
When they sent you over the top? 
Did you shout with relief 
Or in sheer disbelief 
Vainly pray that this nightmare would stop? 


How did you feel that morning 
When the bullets started to fly? 
Did you think even then 
You might cheat death again 
Or did you know you were going to die? 


How did you feel that morning 
As the lifeblood slipped slowly away? 
Did you try to make sense 
Of these crazy events 
Or with one final breath try to pray? 


How do | feel this morning 
In the face of such slaughter and sorrow? 
Do | just feel aghast 
As | think of the past 
Or give all for a better tomorrow? 


Nick Fawcett - March 1997 


J any times į 
I have answereq 
the telephone 
‘and struggled to explain 
‘what Toc H ‘is’ and 
‘does’ but after three 
` years as Telephonist at 
Central Services | felt | 
was Well versed in 
getting the message 
across. Often people 
g have told me about the 
Ea Yor ‘special’ experience 
they shared on a visit to Poperinge, but 
even so | was very surprised at the 
feelings this trip evoked in me. 

Visiting the war graves was far more 
moving than | had imagined it would be 
and the museum at Hill 62 reduced me to 
tears. The whole trip was organised and 
led by our National Chaplain, and he 
couldn’t have taken better care of us. By 
the end of the week we all felt 
emotionally drained, but | returned home 
with a sense of loss, not only for all those 
men who gave their lives so bravely, but 
also for the companionship which our 
small group shared in that very special 
house. 

| feel that somehow my life has been 
enriched by the whole experience; | 
cannot explain how, only that the 
memories will remain with me for the 
rest of my life. | hope to return there one 
day and take my family but | know in my 
heart that it will not be the same as that 
first visit. 

Thank you Toc H for giving me the 
Opportunity, and thank you Alan for 


leading and guiding us in such a caring and 
professional way. 


Helen Stone 
Receptionist 


ee 


PGs: AAT OF A LADY 


Ra uring our Induction visit to Poperinge we were 
treated to some time with Jeanne Battheu, a lady 
steeped in the history of Talbot House, who can 
vividly recall the house during the Great War when she 
was a small girl. This is how | remember the morning: 


Animated by her memories, Jeanne 
vividly recollects events from both the First 
and Second World Wars which so affected 
her life and that of all those she knew. 
Somehow, in just half an hour she manages 
to transport us back to that era - enabling 
us, through her vivid recollections, to get a 
taste and flavour of what life was like in 
Poperinge during that period. 

The life and personality of this small lady 
disguises her age and frailty. Sparky, bright 
and alert, her tales are full of life and 
emotion, but peppered with humour, and 
the odd wink of amusement. As a child 
during the First World War she was 
witness to great suffering and sorrow, yet 
she can equally recall light-hearted 
moments. Moments such as when her 
father - a tailor turned photographer - 
unwittingly took some photos of the Prince 
of Wales beside his horse. Unaware of the 
identity or importance of this “very young 
man” her father refused a request to 
reproduce “|2 gross” of the photo, 
insisting he could only make half a dozen 
copies. With amusement, Jeanne recalls 
how her father swiftly changed his mind 
once his model’s true identity was 
revealed. 

Jeanne’s father - or ‘Papa’ - was clearly 
someone she held in deep regard and 
respect. She talks proudly and lovingly of 
him as a “very clever man” - an intelligence 
Jeanne has clearly inherited. Her 
conversation and manner hint at a cultured, 
educated upbringing where an appreciation 
of the arts, music, and languages was highly 
valued. Jeanne speaks fluent English and 
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French, as well as 
her native Flemish, 
and recalls receiving 
‘illegal’ English lessons during the war, 
despite the great risk involved. 

Tubby Clayton is also referred to with 
reverence as someone who was “more 
than a father” to Jeanne. Never once did 
she call him Tubby, but always “Padre” - a 
name she has adopted for our current 
National Chaplain. She recalls seeing Tubby 
at Talbot House just before he died and 
asking him when he would stop coming to 
Poperinge. He replied, “When | can no 
longer climb the stairs up to my room and 
the Upper Room”. Jeanne heard the news 
of his death just three days later. 

Ever keen to enjoy the pleasures of life, 
Jeanne doesn’t take much persuading to 
play the piano. Coat buttoned up, ready to 
leave us, a request from Alan to play the 
‘Hop Song’ sees Jeanne remove her coat 
without hesitation, and immediately place 
her fingers on keys. The piano literally 
bursts into life - she thumps the sound out 
of the ageing piano with a force and energy 
that reflects her own life and vitality. 

Reluctantly we allow Jeanne to leave. 
She buttons up her white coat again, 
adjusts her soft white hat and picks up her 
white bag, leaving the big white house she 
so loves. Like the white doves in the 
garden, Jeanne seems a metaphor for 
peace; for reconciling the past and living life 
to the full in harmony with others. 


Sarah Claridge 
Communications Officer/Editor 


POINT 3 of the Toc H Compass 
Fairmindedness: ‘to think fairly’ 


TWO CHEERS FOR HUMA 


ell, what anniversary are we going 
to celebrate next year? It is not a 
bad bet that one will be the 50th 


anniversary of the UN Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, in 1948. | guess we shall 
be reminded how this was a powerful 
response to the abuses of the Second World 
War, and the Nazi regime in Germany... and 
of the 48 countries which signed the 
Declaration, along with the eight which 
abstained... and of the successes of Human 
Rights campaigns. We shall probably hear of 
those countries which signed the 
Declaration, but consistently abuse Human 
Rights and be asked to consider our own 
record, especially in relation to refugees and 
asylum seekers. = 
The 1948 Declaration triggered 44; 
what, during the second half of a7 
the 20th Century has been an 
unparalleled explosion of awareness 
of Rights. There has been a mass 
of by-products, and the language 


` 


N 


such as Disabled Rights, Animal Rights, Gay 
Rights, Consumer Rights, etc. Many people 
have become aware of their Rights, and 
demanded them. And yet, what at first sight 
seems to be clear evidence of human 
progress, a triumph for justice and humanity, 
may in fact have in it the seeds of real moral 
damage. | will try and explain why. 

As a Starting point, it is clear we do have 
various types of ‘Rights’. We have legal 
Rights, given to us by the law of the land, 
varying from country to country. In the UK 
some basic Rights stem from Magna Carta. 
My ‘Right’ not to be unlawfully imprisoned 
is one - a fundamental part of our law. 
There are many others, ranging from these 
basic Rights, to the less basic, such as my 
Right to claim Mortgage Income Tax relief! 
A second type of Rights are contractual 
Rights. Once | have signed a contract to sell 
my house, for example, the purchaser 
acquires Rights to it, just as | acquire the 
Right to be paid. These are not part of the 


law of the land, but the law will uphold them. 


But, beyond legal and contractual ‘Rights’ 
there is the whole, vague, area of moral 


ee 


N RIGHTS 


„cluding so-called ‘Human Rights’, 
ee ati are also enshrined in legal 
systems, but often not. Occasionally, in fact, 
legal systems contradict them. But where 
do they come from? 

The origins lie in Greek and Roman 
thinking, where the notion of a ‘Natural 
Law’ was recognised. This suggested that a 
person had Rights simply by virtue of being a 
human being. The concept of moral ‘Rights’ 
grew rapidly during the 17th and 18th 
Centuries. The 1689 Bill of Rights in this 
country was a milestone, and exactly 100 
years later the French ‘Declaration of the 
Rights of Man’ was part of the thinking 
behind the Revolution. At about the same 
time the American Declaration of 
\) Independence announced that All 
\Si_ men are created equal, that they 

are endowed by their Creator 
W with certain inalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty, and 
the pursuit of Happiness’. Then, this 


A 


now has numerous new phrases, 7 = century, came the UN 1948 


Declaration, as one more statement that 
people have Rights. They have clearly had 
great value in creating a moral framework 
for protecting the individual against 
oppression. 

So why only two cheers? | suggest there 
are problems stemming from this great 
emphasis on Rights. The first is that it has 
brought, in its wake, a trivialisation of the 
concept of ‘Rights’. In society today any 
person or group which has a need, or a 
wish, seeks to dignify it by calling it a ‘Right’. 
By so doing they try to hi-jack the moral 
high ground, so that anyone who dares to 
question it is seen to be bigoted or fascist. 
For example, people seeking infertility 
treatment are beginning to talk about the 
‘Right to have a child’. If one suggests that 
the only real ‘Right’ is the right to try, and 
that there is no underlying moral ‘Right’ to 
state subsidies for treatment, one may well 
be labelled as callous and uncaring. What is 
really happening is that parts of the infertility 
lobby are, quite justifiably, trying to 
persuade Government to give it the 
resources it wants - but is trying to dignify 


that by iz: Gi ‘a Right’. It is one nonsense 
among many.... an unfortunate by-product 


of the emphasis on Rights triggered by the 

Secondly, Rights theories are always 
focused on the individual, and what he or 
| 7th and [8th Century concept of ‘Rights’ 
developed, in fact, to protect the individual 
present society is already far too biased 
towards individualism. This bias damages the 
others. The main thrust of our current 
moral priorities, which young people 
the individual is entitled to. There is very little 
mention of what | as an individual, or we as a 
a hugely damaging example to offer, K 
because it seems to legitimise , 

The third problem with a Rights ÑA 
centred approach is that Rights are YK 
achieves, or exercises a right, others 
bear the cost. Moreover, Rights themselves 
leads to friction. Often they who shout 
loudest get their way. In the abortion 
incompatible with the mother’s ‘right to 
choose’ - and the evidence from the USA is 
a question of power politics. God forbid 
we have that in the UK, yet the arrival of 
election is an ominous sign. Similarly, a 
conservative notion that people should 
their money’ directly contradicts ideas that 
people have a ‘Right’ to health care, 
because a Government will inevitably have 
to infringe the first Right to meet the 
can be a major cause of conflict. 

So what is the alternative? | would like to 
new Declaration, to stand alongside the 
1948 Declaration, listing the responsibilities 


1948 Declaration. 

she is entitled to. As in Magna Carta, the 
from oppression by the State. But our 

sense of community and responsibility for 
inevitably note and absorb, is all about what 
community, are responsible for. This is 
self-centredness. 

adversarial. The moment one person 

are sometimes mutually exclusive, and that 
debate, the foetus’s ‘right to life’ is 

that the moral debate has degenerated into 
‘pro-life’ candidates in our forthcoming 
have the ‘Right to do what they like with 
education, etc. (as in the UN Declaration) - 
second. An ethic based mainly on Rights 
think that the UN next year might make a 
of human beings and Governments. Of 
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course, many of these would be dealing with 
the same problems as the 1948 Declaration - 
for it would cover the very obligations that 
‘Human Rights’ imply. But a renewed 
emphasis on Responsibility, rather than on 
Rights, would be a much better moral 
example to set before the young. 

Firstly, responsibilities are very much a 
question of corporate, as well as individual, 
responsibility, and avoid the elevation of the 
individual to a position of total priority. There 
is (despite Mrs Thatcher’s denial) such a 
thing as ‘society’ and we need to emphasise 
the responsibility of those of us who 
comprise it. 

Secondly, an emphasis on responsibilities is 
not adversarial. If | accept a responsibility | 
am benefiting another, rather than costing 

him or her. It is the sort of emphasis 

A that traditional religious teaching 
. enshrines, with concerns about the 
neighbour, rather than self. 

Finally, the clash between Rights 
WZ themselves does not happen in the 

same way if one emphasises 
~ Responsibilities. The abortion debate 
would be a very different thing if society 
emphasised both the responsibility of the 
woman to respect the foetus and the 
responsibility of everyone else not to force 
her choice. These positions are not 
incompatible and also true in many other 
areas where a simplistic Rights approach 
leads to conflict. 

So if by any remote chance we see, by the 
end of 1998, a ‘Declaration of Human 
Responsibilities’, | shall be suggesting four 
cheers. Perhaps that is being very naive, but 
what | would hope for, at least, is that in its 
wisdom the UN (and others) might say - 
‘Hey, don’t forget Article 29.1’. And why? 
Because hidden away near the end of the 
1948 Declaration is what is perhaps the most 
important bit of the whole document. It is 
one that Toc H can support wholeheartedly, 
because it is the very essence of Toc H itself: 

.... “Everyone has duties to the community 
in which alone the full and free development 
of his personality is possible.” 


John Mitchell 
Development Officer, Division 3 
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“BOG” IS DIVERSIFYING 


he Toc H Birmingham 
\ Outward Group (affectionately 
known as BOG) exists 
primarily to provide adventure 
weekends away for children in 
disadvantaged circumstances. Annually 
they now arrange between 8 and 14 
weekend events at Toc H centres for 
groups of approximately |2 children. 
The membership of BOG currently 
totals around 30, many of whom are 
also leaders of the weekend events. 

Over the years BOG has given 
adventure weekends to countless 
children and many of them have gone 
on to become leaders within the 
group, and the improvement in their 
self-esteem has helped them to 
enhance the quality of life open to 
them. The leaders come from all 
walks of life with differing 
commitments to Toc H, but all with 
the same desire to share the benefits 
of our work with the children and 
each other. The clear contribution 
that BOG makes to the personal 
development, both to leaders and all 
connected with the group, is a success 
story in itself. 

Currently BOG is diversifying its 
area of concern and has moved into 
new areas. Weekends have been 
provided for children with severe 
learning difficulties and/or physical 
disabilities. In this BOG is working 
with other organisations who have 
close knowledge of the children and 
their needs. Together with them, the 
quality of benefit offered is enhanced, 
and feedback and assessments can be 


So ——— ee 


organised more effectively. 

To develop and extend the scope 
and variety of its work, the new 
Chairman, Fiona McDonald, recently 
organised a full presentation evening 
at the Community House, where 
about a dozen representatives of 
other local organisations working with 
children in the city were invited. They 
were given a potted history of Toc H 
and BOG, together with slides, 
displays, and examples of activities, 
including a ‘tour’ of the equipment 
store and the minibus! Various leaders 
made contributions to the evening, 
some describing the Toc H adventure 
centres at Weirside in the Lake 
District, Lindridge in Devon, and 
various other centres and camping 
sites the group uses. The structure 
and financing of BOG was described. 

A second presentation evening was 
mounted when potential new leaders 
were invited to share the facts and 
spirit of BOG. Any new leaders joining 
are carefully assessed, using codes of 
best practice, before taking part in 
weekend BOG activities. 

BOG has an ongoing policy of 
widening its scope and thus bringing 
as many people as possible to have 
knowledge of, and hopefully support 
for, the work of the Movement. 
Through BOG many of the basic 
principles of Toc H are acted out. In 
particular, the provision of 
opportunity for people of all ages, 
including children, to meet and work 
with many that they might not 
otherwise meet. 
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A selectic:; cf some of t i i - TT 
BOG aspires to: es ‘BOG’ HISTORY 
BOG was formed in the mid-1960s, the 
exact date having been lost in the mists of 
time. It was initially the brainchild of the late 
Jerry Norman, who was one of the early 
pioneers to see the benefit that adventure 
weekends away from the inner city would 
bring to children trapped in the urban 
deprivation problems so familiar today. 

Help was enlisted from the then member 
of staff for Toc H in Birmingham, George 
Lee, and some other local Toc H members, 
including Ted Tunnadine (still with the 
group), Mike Bullock and others. The setting 
up was not easy and the Group has had its 
‘ups and downs’ over the years, but much 
effort has resulted in a well-founded and 
secure group now run entirely by 
volunteers. BOG also has strong links with 
other non-Toc H organisations working with 
children in need. 

The group was first based in the old 
Toc H Mark VI in Wake Green Road, 
Moseley, moving when the Mark closed to 
the new community house at 24 Grove 
Avenue, nearby. Small items of kit were 
‘acquired’ and the use of the battered old 
Toc H Land Rover enabled trips to be made 
outside the city. Now, thanks to many loyal 
donors over the years, the group has a full 
set of high-quality outdoor gear, canoes, 
|5-seater minibus, tents and all necessary 
equipment for many activities with special 
attention to safety and variety. 


e ‘To Lessen The Barriers’ that class, 


beliefs, race, upbringing, affluence (or 
lack of), create between us. 


e ‘To Promote Personal 
Development and Self- 
Confidence’ for all who belong, 
assist, or even just know about BOG. 


e ‘To Enjoy and Be Happy Sharing a 
Job Well Done’ 


e “To Have Fun’ while doing a serious 
task together, recognising that each 
one of us is of equal worth, with an 
important part to play. 


Derek Ridgeway & Ted Tunnadine 
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NOW YOU’RE TALKING... 


making use of the services offered by 

the Talking Newspaper Association of 
the UK (TNAUK). Key speeches given by 
the Director, Chairman and external guests 
at events such as Central Council and the 
Annual Lecture are recorded by TNAUK 
and made available to those members who 
prefer to listen to, rather than read, what 
was said. TNAUK were invited to tell us a 
little more about their organisation: 

For over twenty years the Talking 
Newspaper Association of the UK has been 
providing national newspapers and magazines 
on audio cassette for blind, visually impaired 
and disabled people. 

Over 185 newspaper and magazine titles 
are available and more than one and a half 
million tapes a year are despatched from the 
National Recording Centre in East Sussex. 
TNAUK is also the umbrella organisation for 
over 500 local Talking Newspaper Groups 
nationwide who record local news on tape for 
blind people. Together they can reach over 
200,000 visually impaired and blind people. 

1996 saw the expansion of their unique 
service to include people who because of a 
physical disability find reading a considerable 
strain. There are over one million visually 
impaired people in the UK and over six 
million registered disabled, so the potential 
for the service is enormous. 

Whilst the tape service continues to be in 
great demand, 1996 saw the inauguration of 
TNAUK’s Technology Services offering 
listeners their titles in a range of formats to 
suit their requirements via floppy disk, email 
or through their Bulletin Board Service. 
Listeners with suitable computer equipment 
are able to take advantage of this new way of 
receiving their daily newspapers and 
magazines, accessing them by means of a 
speech synthesiser on their own PC. This 
new means of communication gives the 
listener complete freedom to select 
what they want to ‘read’, and some 
publications are available at 10.00 am 
on the day of publication. 


F or some time now Toc H has been 


TNAUK in action 

Demands on the service are expected to 
increase greatly as more people become aware 
of the Talking Newspaper Service and 
resources will be stretched to the limit to 
accommodate the expected rise in numbers of 
subscribers. TNAUK relies greatly on 
volunteers - there are over 250 who do 
recording and production duties regularly at the 
National Recording Centre. 

As a national charity TNAUK receives no 
government funding and therefore relies on 
donations from charitable trusts, companies, and 
individuals, along with listeners’ membership fees. 

Their long term objective is to continue to 
provide those unable to read through visual 
impairment or physical disability with the same 
access to information, newspapers and 
magazines as sighted people have in print. This 
will help greatly to break down the barriers of 
isolation, providing enjoyment and forming vital 
links with the community. 

TNAUK welcomes visitors to the National 
Recording Centre in East Sussex to view its 
operations and see first hand the remarkable 
work of the Association. 


(A St or you know of anyone who 
TALKING >, contact Susanne Campbell on 01435 
retinas 


866102, or write to: Talking 

Newspaper Association, National 

Recording Centre, Heathfield, East 
Sussex, TN2! 8DB. 


aroline Adams worked closely 

with Peter East, the founder of 

KYAG, for many years. In 
December she paid another visit to 
KYAG, the unique Toc H project on the 
edge of Sylhet town in Bangladesh. She 
shares some of her impressions. 

“The project seemed to me to be 
working well, lots of activity, positive and 
busy atmosphere in the centre (first time 
lve seen the new building in action and | 
liked it very much). Phone not working 
properly when | was there - no calls out and 
incoming calls faint. Peter ‘bhai’* may not be 
there but his influence remains - young 
children in Chowkidiki greeted me, 
incongruously but sweetly, with ‘Hello bhai’! 

Despite the very positive atmosphere 
with the new government and the 
celebrations of the 25th anniversary, and 
many signs of social change since my last 
visit, the situation of poor people in 
Bangladesh is still desperate. In Sylhet some 
of the poorest people, whose lives are most 
precarious, are the ‘outsiders’, tea estate 
workers - still marginalised and neglected; 
landless migrant workers; widows and 
abandoned wives; rickshaw workers; above 
all the children of these groups. These are 
the people whom KYAG is supporting and 
empowering through its very valuable and 
very special work.” 


* bhai is the Bengali word for ‘brother’ 


WHAT KYAG DOES 


Runs eight Schools Under The Sky, 
employing 16 teachers and 
preparing |,100 children for entry 
into primary school. 


Assists 75 students through high 
school, paying their fees, and | 2 
students through college. 


Has 30 students in the Sewing 
Workshop preparing young women, 


many of them widows, to earn their 
own living by developing their skills 
and self-confidence. 


Runs two adult literacy classes, 
enabling people to achieve functional 
literacy. 


Helps 37 elderly widows with 
regular monthly payments, and 
provides food, clothing, medical 
treatment or money for 
emergencies to destitute families. 


Saturday June 14th is Khasdobir 
Friendship Day. If you would like more 
information or would like to get involved 
in this annual event to raise funds for the 


project please contact lan Pearce at 


Central Services in Wendover. 


ANYTHING HE CAN DO, SHE CAN DO BETTER! 


ylvia Clark’s husband was the 
S inspiration behind her becoming 

involved in Toc H on the Isle of 
Wight 50 years ago. Sylvia was a founding 
member of the Carisbrooke Toc H in 1946 
and is now an associate member of the 
Parkhurst Ladies Toc H which she helped set 
up four years later. 

The 34 branch members and former 
members of the now disbanded İsland groups 
recently met at Charter House, Newport, for 
a celebration tea in Sylvia's honour and also to 
commemorate the Parkhurst group’s 46th 
anniversary. 

Sylvia, now 84, remembers seeing the 
pleasure her late husband, Frederick, got from 
Toc H and decided she would like to 
experience it for herself. “My husband used to 
go off to meetings and come home looking 
very pleased with himself. There was a large 
group of men in the Carisbrooke Men’s Toc H 
at the time and they thought it would be nice 
for the women to have a branch. So on 
December | ith 1946, | | of us met together 
in Carisbrooke for the first time,” said Sylvia. 


The group dissolved in March 1981 because 
of dwindling numbers and limited support, but 
some of the members, including Sylvia, 
transferred to the Parkhurst Ladies 
Toc H. “We always look upon ourselves as a 
family and, because | had the pleasure of 
helping to start the Parkhurst Branch four 
years after the Carisbrooke one, they call me 
Gran - even though there are some members 
older than me,” she said. 


Z F y 
a DO A 
Aoi =. 
S 


Pictured here are committee members of the Parkhurst 
Branch, left to right, Jackie Ramage, Secretary; Helles 
Cooper, Chairman; Sylvia Clark, Associate Member; Doris 
Keeping, Treasurer; Doris Foxworthy, Pilot. 


VOLUNTARY WORKERS ‘AT HOME’ 


ary Godfrey, Chair of Tyne & Wear 
Branch recently received an 
invitation from the Chairman 


(Councillor B Charlton) and members of the 
Sunderland Social Services Committee to 
meet and be received by the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Sunderland, Councillor and Mrs 
Galbraith, at the Civic Centre. 


Here she met and had a ‘good old natter’ 
with old friends and the Committee, and was 
treated to a lovely meal. Mary was also able 
to do a bit of PR for Toc H at the same time 
by telling the Mayor and Mayoress something 
of Toc H. Neither had previously heard of the 
Movement. 


LOOE BRANCH ACTIVITIES 


he Looe Branch 
hosted a party for 
senior citizens at the 


end of February at a local hotel 
which was a great success. 
sixty-five people attended, 
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including the Mayor and Mayoress of Looe, 
and the theme was ‘sketches and songs from 
the 1920s’. 

Ongoing community work of the Branch 
includes the hiring out of wheelchairs and the 
sale of books to raise funds for local charities. 


TALES OF A 
BRANCH MINIBUS 


short while ago Jack Turner 
received a call from the warden 
of a local home for the elderly 


asking if he could use the Toc H branch 
minibus to take an elderly lady, confined 
to a wheelchair, to her husband’s funeral. 
Jack was happy to oblige but on 
arriving to pick the lady up discovered 
there was more to it than he had 
anticipated. Having loaded all the family 
mourners into the minibus, Jack found 
himself behind the wheel staring directly 
at the hearse, which he actually followed 
to the Crematorium... who said 
minibuses were only for trips and outings? 
And there’s more .... 


One of the family mourners, on seeing 
the Toc H bus, approached Jack, 
informing him that she had worked for 
Toc H as secretary to George Liddle, the 
then Treasurer, at Tower Hill some 32 
years ago. She said she would love to 


SCOTLAND GREETS DIRECTOR 


he Scottish 
Region played 
host to Mike 


Lyddiard in February 
during his visit to a 
number of branches in 
the area. The picture 
opposite shows the 
Skelmorlie and Wemyss 
Bay Branch Chairman, 
Bill Cowie, accompanied by branch 
members from Skelmorlie and Ayr, 
welcoming the Director. Mike, who 
was joined by Development Officer 
John Dunwell, gave an impressive 
address based on three important 


SNAPSHOTS 


a flavour of Toc H events around the country 


know how other staff from those days 
are getting on. Her name is Violet 
Nottage and anyone wishing to contact 
her can do so at 59 Hill Road, Pinner, 
Middlesex, HA5 ILD. 


THE 1996 REUNION OF 
RESIDENTS OF TUBBY 
CLAYTON’S VICARAGE 


ast year’s Ladies Night Reunion was 
held at The Royal Overseas League 


in London. With numbers 
dwindling, members were pleased to 
have some new faces attending. Younger 
members from the post-1956 era and old 
stalwarts from the past all had an 
enjoyable time together. However they 
have decided that they will introduce a 
new format for the next Reunion to try to 
encourage more people to attend. A 
picnic at a riverside hostelry is planned in 
midsummer which, it is hoped, will 
reinforce numbers. 


Credit: Jim Carnduff 


factors; finance, development, and the 
people challenge. Some well-established 
and new branch enterprises were also 
explained to the Director who seemed 
pleased with activities in the Scottish 


Region. 


CHANGES TO TOC H MEMBERSHIP 


fresh faces and fond farewells 


+ ; 4 k A re, “sint 3 
very member makes an invaluable, individual contribution to Toc H. Ina regular featu ; 
; od OF. ing 
acknowledges both those whe are new to membership and those who sadly have passa oñ. In welcoming 


new members we hope to give you a flavour of the person behind the name b 


y listing the “hidden talents’ 


individuals have told us about on their application form. The Tributes and Farewells provide a limited opportunity 


to recognise the individual contributions made ay those whose membership has sa 


WELCOMES 


* John Robinson, member of Buckingham Branch. 


* Mrs Y Cotton, member of Cleveland District, enjoys outings, trips and 
friendship circles. 


Josephine Kembell, member of Elmstead Branch. 
* Molly Day, member of Leicester Branch. 


Lily Hill, member of Leicester Branch. 

«David Fordyce, member of Selkirk Branch. 

* Bernice Ambrose, member of Shiregreen Branch 

* Alan Carpenter, member of South Devon District 

* Edwin Softley, member of Wellingborough Branch. Edwin will become 
the new Padre for the branch. 

Catherine Leonard, member of ME Projects Group. Catherine is 
interested in history, conservation work and work with children. 


* David Wakefield, member of ME Projects Group. David is a full-time 
prison chaplain. 

* Janet Holden, member of NE Projects Group. Janet enjoys dancing and 
talking. 

* Ann Cathcart, member of a Scotland Projects group. Ann says living with 
her husband is her full-time job. 

* May Meffan, member of a Scotland Projects group. May enjoys flower 
arranging and sewing. 


TRIBUTES 


* Edna Carr, of Higham Ferrers Ladies Branch. Although she had only been 
a member for a few years, she greatly enjoyed her time with Toc H, the 
friendships she made and her visits to Poperinge and Alison House. She 
will be greatly missed. DR 


* Margaret (Peg) Sword, a founder-and the oldest- member of the Coupar 
Angus branch who still attended afternoon parties up to the end. MJ 


«Shirley Scarborough, a very hardworking member of the Bramley 
Branch who will be sadly missed. MJ 


* Tom Harrison, member of Bramley Branch, had 60 years membership of 
Toc H, starting in Kenda! and moving to Leeds. He started a Branch in 
Calverley, which sadly closed and was welcomed into the Bramley Branch 
where he eventually became President. DW 


* Phillip Young, a valued member of Axminster, Charmouth and latterly 
Lyme Bay District Branches. Always an enthusiastic member and supporter 
of District and Regional events, he will be greatly missed. In a word - he 
was Toc H to the core! DT 


* Chris Groves, loyal member of Toc H in Northampton for over 50 years, 
attending every District, Area and National event. He will be remembered 
for the way, in the days when smoking was acceptable, he would rush to 
help folk light up with his ferocious eyebrow-singeing cigarette lighter. Also 
for the very sincere, calm way in which, despite his disability, he led 
prayers in the Chapel at Warden Manor. FP 


* ‘Gertie’ Hart, 0.B.E. member of Elmstead Joint Branch. Although she 
had only joined during the last few years, she had always followed the 
ideals of Toc H during an active life of helping others. Gertie was well 
known and will be greatly missed. MB 

* Doris Greenslade, a ‘lady helper’ from the formation of the Honiton 
Men's Branch and founder member of the Ladies’ Branch which she 
served faithfully as Treasurer - a role she continued following the 


dly come to a close. 


amalgamation of the two branches. An active Toc H visitor and at the 
forefront of all branch activities, many will miss her kindness and her 
cheery smile, She will be remembered as Toc H personified. JAL 

Olive Cowling, member of Honiton Joint Branch whose friendliness and 
sunny disposition were a joy to all who knew her. An untiring worker for 
Toc H who never sought the limelight, but nevertheless took an energetic 
and valued part in all branch activities. To her Toc H was truly a way of life. 
Her sympathetic ear and practical help will be sorely missed. She will be 
remembered not only as a faithful member of Toc H but also as a true and ' 
loyal friend. JAL 

Freda Lancaster, ardent supporter of Toc H and ex-Secretary of Alston 
Ladies Branch for |9 years. She was a quite active person right to the end 
and a very good example of a Christian person. MR 

William (Bill) Bell, long standing member of Mid Norfolk/Norwich Joint 
Branch for over 50 years. He will be remembered. SH 

Mike Habgood, member initially of Castlecroft group, for whom he built 
a group meeting room over his garage, and then of Wolverhampton 
Branch, where he served as Treasurer and Central Councillor. Involved in 
many jobs with the physically disabled including Mini-Handi dances, an air 
trip, the setting up of a scout group for the disabled, and helping young 
people from children's homes become independent. On social occasions 
he was always ready to entertain. He will be greatly missed. DB 

Stan Yonks, member of Wolverhampton Branch, organised the first Toc H 
street collection in Wolverhampton which has for many years helped 
support the annual Children's Holiday Camp and other projects. DB 
Fred Northfield, was a founder member of Sheaf (Sheffield) Branch and 
although he did not hold office, the friendship he found in Toc H was very 
special to him. A very gentle, smiling person, he is sadly missed. JF 
Elizabeth (Betty) Lea was a very much loved member of Taunton Joint 
Branch. A member for many years, she was Treasurer and Secretary 
during her time. Quiet and unassuming, always smiling, it was only when 
illness took over that she left her beloved Branch. BW 


FAREWELLS 


Eunice Cleator, member of Wallasey Branch 

David Collins, member of Hoddesdon Branch, i 
Michael Habgood, member of Wolverhampton Branch. 
Thomas Ingham, member of Lake District Branch. 
Elizabeth Lea, member of Somerset District Branch. 
Millicent Masters, member of Melton Mowbray Branch. 
Frederick Northfield, member of Sheaf (Sheffield) Branch. 
Reginald Osbourne, member of Seaford Branch. 

Colin Stevenson, member of Gloucester District Branch, 
Henry Bennet, member of Stockport Branch. 

Herbert Derry, member of Nottingham City Branch. 
Charles Hood, memter of Clevedon Branch. 


George Miller, member of Graeme Branch. 

William Moodie, member of Skelmorlie & Wemyss Bay Branch. 
William Bell, member of Norwich Branch. 

Stella Blythe, member of Mid Norfolk Branch. 

Hilda Evans, member of Shavington Branch. 

Kenneth Hayward, member of South Devon District Branch. 
Stanley Tonks, member of Wolverhampton Branch. 


March issue of Point 3 and wish to respond 

Denis is expressing his personal view that Me 
should not fundraise through street collections. | 
wish tO make two points: 

_ Toc H needs to raise funds and clearly where we 
have Branches, Groups or activity our ability to 
‘promote’ Toc H is easier. 

_ some Toc H members/volunteers in the Exeter 
area are prepared to help with this street 
collection. 

Denis's letter also states “what can we show (to 
the public) other than how many staff we have and 
how many cars they run?” We can show the 
fellowship and activities we have in place to help 
meet today’s ills. We can show the degree of 
support our staff and members provide the 
Movement; developing communication; helping set 
up local action groups; helping develop specific 
activities such as Lindridge House. To ignore our 


j interested to read Denis Giles’s letter in the 


TOC H SWEATSHIRTS 


A new supply is now available. 

Sizes: Medium, Large, Extra Large. 

Colours: Navy, Royal Blue and Red. 

Price: £10.00 each. 

Please state size and colour when ordering. 
Cheques made payable to Toc H. Orders to be 
sent to Toc H Central Services, | Forest Close, 
Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP22 6BT. 


° ‘S.T.R.O.T.W.G. DO IT IN A DAY’ 
Publicity/Fundraising Event 


21 June 1997 
Free of Charge 


On the longest day of the year members of 
‘Skipton and The Rest of The World Group’ 
will be travelling the length of the Toc H 
Division One from Coupar Angus in Scotland 
to Rushden in Northamptonshire. They will 
visit every Toc H District, pick up items from 
each - (Haggis from Strathclyde - Brown Ale 
from Tyne & Wear - Pork Pie from Melton) 
and raise money on the way. Further details 
from Anne Puddicombe Tel: 01484 720693 
or Stuart Wroe Tel: 01756 795086. 


LETTERS 


feedb 
ack from readers, members and those involved in Toc H 


Branches/Groups, branch jobs, projects, CAMEOS, 
Friendship Circles and merely to refer to numbers 
of staff and cars undermines a great deal of effort 
and commitment provided by staff and members 
throughout the Movement. 

| believe Toc H is right to run street collections. 
They are a good way of reaching through to the 
public and for letting the public know what we do. 
For too long Toc H has quietly got on with its 
business. Many of our recruitment difficulties over 
the years have been down to not telling folk what 
we do - street collections are but one way of 
changing the situation. 


Barry Englefield 
Development Officer, Division 2 


CORRECTION 
In the March Issue a mistake occured in the spelling 
of Denis's name and address. It should have read; 
Denis Giles, Stoke Canon. Apologies for the error. 


NOTICES 


CALLING MISS ROSALIND 
MORTIMER... 


Does anyone know the whereabouts of this lady? 
Dr John Hofmeyr would like to make contact 
with her again - they met initially over 
Christmas/New Year 1945/46 at a Toc H Centre 
in Lubbecke, Germany. If you have any 
information please send it to Margaret Winstanley 
at Toc H Central Services in Wendover. 


WHAT’S ON 


a guide to forthcoming Toc H events and opportunities 


e TOC H REGIONAL QUIET DAY 
St Swithin’s Conference Centre, Barston 
Saturday 10th May, 1997 
Cost: £3.00 per person including some light 
refreshments. 


A session will be led by Joan (a Baptist Minister) 
and Dorothy (an Anglican Lay Reader) followed 
by talk and discussion. Please contact Margaret 
Tel: 012! 707 3881 for further information. 


ipping into the Toc iH archives this 
B month I discovered some very moving 
material. Having just returned from the 


inducein visit to Talbot House (see pages 3-5), 
the events of the First World War are very 


GEORGE DEWDNEY AN 


ee, 


ne Le 


—— = oe 
G EORGE | DEM, DNE Y 


rom the corner of a IN in the Porch 
Ez Room has emerged tonight a bundle of 

papers that had no right to be there... It is 
perhaps well that | should allow the reappearance 
of this little roll of typed papers to act as a slow 
fuse to a memory ripened by ten years of testing 
since first George Dewdney found Talbot House... 

...| do not know whether in this little roll of 
papers, the fragments of a now lost diary, kept by 
George Dewdney’s neat pencil and true 
tranquillity of conscience through those years of 
war, there occurs any entry regarding his first 
discovery of Talbot House and its Upper Room. 
Looking back, | know no more than that it 
seemed from the first moment when he found it, 
as if he had been there from the beginning; he 
fitted in completely like some lovely piece of 
furniture long needed and now occupying, to the 
great happiness of all, the place for which it was 
inevitably destined by the hand of its maker. 
Others who came with him were storm tossed 
and impetuous in their joys and sorrows; he 
carried with him peace in the midst of war, and 
knew neither failure nor fear. He moved among 
them quietly in all the humanity of true 
comradeship, in all the height of pure example. 
He was himself an instructed and intelligent 
Christian, conscious of many difficulties but 
unmoved by them to doubt. 

He and his closest friend, a Scotsman who still 
lives in this world, brought with them often 
others of ali shades of conviction or of none at all: 
some went out again unchanged, but others, 


much on my mind. Tubby’s account - 
reproduced here - of George Dewdney and 
Archie Forrest, soldiers whom he knew 
personally, is a powerful tribute to just two of 
the young men who fought in the trenches. 


Sarah Claridge 
Communications Officer/Editor 


AND ARCHIE FORREST 


- A THUMBNAIL SKETCH 


notably a tall Lancashire lance-corporal named 
Archie Forrest, found in Talbot House the true 
birthplace of their souls. 

Archie stands alone in my experience - no easy 
thing to do. His time with Talbot House was 
possibly six weeks of more or less daily visiting, 
while the company, who were working from 
Poperinghe, went up by night to carry its terrible 
gas cylinders into position beyond our front lines... 

.. After a few testing visits to Talbot House, 
Archie Forrest had summed up Christianity and 
found it greatly to his liking; after a week he had 
presented himself for baptism; a month later he 
was confirmed and made his first communion; 
the week following he was killed a little past 
midnight at St Jean on his way back to safety. 
That was all. Yet as any surviving member of the 
company would tell you, his life during that six 
weeks irradiated the whole horizon of his friends, 
and they were many and various: pioneers, 
sappers, and even sergeants of other sections, 
spoke of him with something akin to envy... 

...But Archie came from Blackburn, where no 
doubt there are others like him in the raw 
material, lean, quick, and curly haired, with an 
element of fierceness in doing what they do with 
all their might.... in Toc H death has a power of 
union which life in this world lacks, and those 
who might have found his ways uncouth and his 
Lancashire tongue harsh to their taste regard him 
as they come and go as an Elder Brethren indeed; 
and yet he grows not old, for time which halts 
with none of us here is powerless to change him 
and no lines of disappointment and 
disillusionment are on his face, nor is his hair 
tinged with grey... 

... These, then, are the memories which spring to 
my mind from the little roll of papers lurking in the 
wrong locker. The wisest man in the world, the 
most cunning craftsman in the organisation of 
societies and movements, could not create Toc H: it 
is a family, above, below, most closely knit by God... 


Tubby 


Extract from an article published in the April 1927 issue of the Toc H journal. 


